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Commissioner for Patents
Washington, D.C. 20231

Sir:
Applicant hereby submits, without admission of prior art effect thereof, the documents

listed on the accompanying Form PTO-1449 pursuant to the duty of disclosure requirements of

37 CF.R. 8§ 1.56,1.97 and 1.98.
Applicant has listed publication dates on the attached PTO-1449 based on information

presently available to the undersigned. However, the listed publication dates should not be

construed as an admission that the information was actually published on the date indicated.

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING
(37CFR. §1.8a)

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any referred to as being attached hereto) is being deposited with the United States
Postal Service on the date shown below with sufficient postage as First Class Mail in an envelope addressed to the Commissioner

for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231.
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) This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three months of the U.S.
filing date or before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits, therefore no statement
under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(¢) or fee is required.

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the enclosed
PTO-1449, and to indicate in the official file wrapper of this patent application that the
documents have been considered.

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee deficiency,
or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 08-3038.

Respectfully submitted,

Date: September % , 2000 M p W

Robert C. Laurenson, Reg. No. 34,206

HOWREY SIMON ARNOLD & WHITE, LLP
Box No. 34

1299 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20004-2402

FAX No. (202) 383-7195

Telephone No. (858) 622-5100
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